
   SCULPTURE GARDEN

Memphis Garden Club’s
Sculpture Garden at 
Memphis Botanic Garden

The Sculpture Garden was first developed by the Memphis Garden 
Club in 1968 to combine fine art pieces with plants in an outdoor 
garden setting.

For over forty years it has served as a beautiful space to host 
educational programs and special events. The sculpture garden 
is one of the first views a visitor receives when exiting the 
Visitors Center and entering the 96-acre botanic garden. It also serves 
as a focal point for visitors dining in Fratelli’s Cafe.

           Memphis Botanic Garden 750 Cherry Road Memphis, TN 38117

     www.memphisbotanicgarden.com

Ted Rust
Adam and Eve c1968
painted fiberglass
Ted Rust was a talented 
sculptor and long-time 
Director of Memphis College
of Art. He said this about his 
sculpture, “I never could go totally 
abstract. I like telling a story 
too much.“ 

John McIntire
Combing c1973
cast stone
<<< 
John McIntire, a retired 
professor of sculpture at 
Memphis College of Art, is 
best known for creating
a special birthday present 
for The King, Elvis, who 
received a statue of Jesus that 
can still be viewed at 
Graceland today.
                                     

Lon Anthony
The Businessman c1975
bronze
Lawrence “Lon” Anthony’s pieces 
are  amused responses to what 
he sees when observing humanity. 
Humor was the cornerstone of his 
work. From 1961-1995 he was the 
Fine Arts Instructor at Rhodes 
College—the first arts instructor.

THANK YOU to Memphis Garden Club for its vision and funding!; to 
David Lusk for curating the pieces along with Ruthie Bowlin of Memphis 
Garden Club; and to Garden Designer Chris Cosby.  Special thanks goes to 
Ruthie for her continual work on this garden.



Brian Russell
Cumulonimbus 2005
cast crystal and forged aluminum
“I draw inspiration from forms and 
rhythms in nature, ancient artifacts, 
mathematics and science—distilling 
these influences into abstract
points of intersection.”
www.brianrussellsculpture.com

Cecil Humphreys
Large Ribbed Bowl 2014
bronze
“This bowl was hand formed in 
clay and then hand cast in bronze 
using the same lost wax method 
which has been used or the last 
several thousand years.”
www.cecilhumphreys.com

Greely Myatt 
Impossible Object (Arch) 2013
steel                                 >>>
“With this sculpture I am
interested in making a piece that 
uses optical Illusions to address
issues of 2D/3D space.  These
‘impossible objects’ are usually 
drawn and seldom seen in real 
space. I really like the back and 
forth that happens as this drawing/
sculpture stands against the fantastic 
backdrop of the botanical garden.”
                                          

Roy Tamboli
Neutrinos and Neutrino 
Impression 2015
stainless steel
“Neutrinos are one of the
fundamental, subatomic particles 
which make up the universe. I love 
thinking about all the energy, 
movement, and life inside plants 
that we cannot see without 
magnification.”

 

Billie Price Carroll 
The Leap c1995
bronze on stone
Billie Price Carroll’s portraiture 
career spanned over 63 years of 
activity in painting and bronze. 
Dorothy Pugh, founder of Ballet 
Memphis, was the model for The 
Leap sculpture.

Jim Buchman
Lowes Grid, Two Pitchers, 
Lateral Follower 2011
cement
Jim Buchman is a Memphis native. 
He was awarded the Guggenheim 
Fellowship in 1977. His forms are 
reminiscent of both modernist 
abstractions and antiquity’s most 
elegant columns and pillars.
www.jimbuchman.com                                   

The Sculptural Art of Plants The Sculpture Garden also showcases the 
sculptural qualities of plants. Boxwood parterres were designed to mirror the 
architecture of the Visitors Center. Parterre means “on the ground”, a French 
tradition. Aerial hornbeam hedges create a formal view into the Rose Garden. 
A cloud-pruned Seiju Chinese Elm utilizes an aesthetic pruning technique 
known as niwaki to bring out the tree’s highly sculptural qualities.  

Carrol Todd 
Artifact 1989
bronze 
Working in precisely formed and 
welded sheet bronze, Todd’s sense 
of child-like wonderment of 
nature is sharp.  The work is clearly 
inspired by modernist thoughts and 
design tendencies similar to Sheeler, 
O’Keefe, and Nadelman.


